12                    GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

Nothing definite is heard of Anartta or Saurashtra till
we come to the period of the great Bharata war between
the Kurus and the Pandus. Some decades before that
epoch-making conflict, the Yadavas of Surasena rose
against their king Kafisa of Mathura. Krshna, the
young Yadava hero, killed him. Later, fleeing before
the wrath of Jarasandha, the king of Magadha and the
brother-in-law of Kansa, the Yadavas came to these
hospitable colonies, led by Krshna and his brother
Baladeva. In Anartta and Saurashtra, they ultimately
settled. Ugrasena ruled his kingdom from Dwarika with
the aid of Krshna, who very soon came to be regarded
as the supreme representative of Aryan culture and
statesmanship.

The Vanaparva of the MahnbhUrata contains a narrative
of Yudhishthira's pilgrimage through Gujarata.   When the
eldest son of Pandu visited the land, he found AparSnta,
the   sea-board to the north of   the  Narmada,   studded
with   Aryan colonies.    Markandeya had an  asrama  or
hermitage on the Payoshm, identified by some with the
river Tapi;   the Bhrgus had asramas on the Narmada.
During the war, all eyes turned to Dwarika's great states-
man for bringing about a decisive issue. The Yadava heroes,
with their unruly tribesmen, took part in the great war, and
returned home only to destroy each other in the super-
abundance of their might.   A few miles from Prabhasa in
Kathiavada, a spot is still shown where Sri Krshna fell,
pierced by an arrow.   Tradition has hallowed the spot; a
venerable tree throws its kindly shade over it; a small
river flows sluggishly  by   to   join   the   sea.    But   no
one  has   cared   to  surround the spot   with a   fitting
monument  worthy  of  one  held to be  an   incarnation
of God and undoubtedly   one of   the   greatest   heroes
known to human tradition.

The succeeding centuries are a blank till we come to the
records of the Mauryan empire of Magadha. Possibly
Candragupta Maurya (B. C. 323-298) brought both Anartta
and Saurashtra within the fold of an empire dominated
by Aryan influences from Madhyadesa. Buddhism
and Jainism obtained a foothold in these parts a little